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Homeless get a new daytime refuge

By DEBRA SKODACK
The Kansas City Star

Digg it

Downtown’s homeless will
soon have a new daytime
home, outside the
downtown loop.
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However, O’'Byrne said he liked where reStart is moving, especially because it is close to
reStart’s overnight shelter and other large nonprofits that provide overnight shelter and
other services, including the City Union Mission and the Salvation Army.

“This is the right building, the right location,” he said.
Craig agreed.

“There were not a lot of buildings available that were zoned correctly and that were the
right size,” she said.

ReStart is leasing only the second floor of the 8,000-square-foot building, leaving space to
house other programs, including possibly food service, O’Byrne said.

And, he said, the building takes up only 4,000 square feet of the property’s 30,000 square
feet. That means there is space for another building for services, he said.

The new daytime shelter’s distance from a popular homeless lunch program at Grace and
Holy Trinity Cathedral, 13th Street and Broadway, shouldn’t increase the number of
homeless people hanging out around downtown, said Cynthia Larcom, executive director
of the Homeless Coalition for Greater Kansas City.

“It's a much more fabulous space for the population to spend the day and get services,”
Larcom said of the new location. “It is not that much farther of a walk.”

INSIDE
More than two dozen agencies that help the homeless will receive $9.1 million in federal

grants. | B2

To reach Debra Skodack, call 816-234-4738 or send e-mail to
dskodack@kcstar.com.
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For some of those that have commented with such harsh remarks......
Amen, Jdcc! As you all sit in your warm homes with full stomachs...

| think it's great that they've built this and I'm sure that we'll...

KC has a serious homeless issue. This is a step in the right...

The comments have really floored me. Probably coming from JC people...
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